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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

In the second quarter of the tenth century, following the cruel 
¨ åj 

¨ Bakr al-Shibl¥
-

just another stage on his inner journey, his search for the transcen-

Such stories about Shibl¥

ålik¥
å

¥
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or questions to Shibl¥
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¥, how he 
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ities, as well as its contribution to our knowledge of Shibl¥ (in 
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of Shibl¥
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