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Introduction

It can be argued that the consciousness of sin is as old as human con-

beings—as homo religiosi—have exhibited an acute awareness of their 

the sense of sin has gone hand in hand with the larger existential dramas 
of human existence.1 

to mend the ruptures created with the supernatural world as a result of 

own actions. The fact that some believed these consequences appeared 

to the violation of dharma, 

-
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-

religions.2

the particular features associated with this concept in one tradition onto 

to tawba

on tawba
tawba in 

al-tawba).3

tawba4 5 
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tawba

15

-

)—we 

16

-
) 

newfound wealth of the empire17
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tawba prevalent in this period 

tawba.

of tawba

-

-
ing of the tradition. The reason for this exclusion is not because these 

tawba.18

entitled the ). The range of 
-

tawba would be incomplete 

It should be clear that the criterion that will determine our selec-

tawba

tawba have 
been transmitted from them. 

The most comprehensive and sustained single treatment of tawba 

© 2018 State University of New York Press, Albany



5Introduction

chapter on tawba in the ). On account 

) and 

tawba

of the path. The most extensive inquiries into the nature of tawba that 

was on 

tend to focus on the basics of the spiritual path and less so on theoreti-
19 

20

21 did not consist of a simple list of injunctions 
-

© 2018 State University of New York Press, Albany



6 Repentance and the Return to God

epistemological principles and mapped out the boundaries of what was 

22

In the context of tawba
help free the 
seductive power of sin. This involved directing him to a certain course 
that would ensure he remained true to his tawba

tawba

that would help protect the aspirant from lapsing in his tawba. In the 
-

dies of the heart that could draw the 

tawba presented as an 

) of the spiritual path. Insofar as it is presented as 
tawba is tied to other essential virtues 

).23

tawba
tawba

tawba -
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as a viable translation of tawba provided one does not lose sight of the 

The chapter will demonstrate the importance of being conscious of this 
principal lexical sense in order to appreciate the full range of meanings 

-

the converging but diverging meanings of repentance and tawba. This is 

that the two function as neat equivalents. 
tawba 

tawba through an 

tawba through 

the root t-w-b

to the root meanings of those terms that congregate around tawba on a 

of how tawba

tawba
the idea of tawba

tawba
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tawba

24 but to observe instead how the narratives 

-

tawba and 

-

shall develop our understanding of the theme introduced in the previ-
tawba as a life-transforming alteration. 

tawba

) 

of tawba

tawba in the 

 presents us with one of the earliest treat-
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ments of tawba

central place he assigned tawba in the spiritual life. He stands unique 

tawba, regardless of one’s state or degree of spiritual maturation. 

-

tawba. 

treatment of tawba

-

of  or self-examination—from which he derives his name. In 

tawba tawba to 

tawba

-
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nature of tawba tawba
 can protect him-

ever comes to an end.
tawba

which holds together on its own and does not require a close reading 
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