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Rise of the Uttaratantra in Tibet

Early Kadam Scholars Revitalize the  
Newly Discovered Indian Exegesis

Introduction

The eleventh and twelfth centuries saw the revitalization of Buddhist 
culture in the form of Tibetan translations of Buddhist texts from 
India, establishment of monasteries and temples in Tibet, and scho-
lastic study of texts such as the Five Treatises of Maitreya, as well as 

Uttaratantra was 
-

1

was born into an aristocratic family and traveled to Kashmir, India, 

on the Uttaratantra
2

on the 3 

middle way treatises, notably, the 
the  by 

-
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14 The Uttaratantra in the Land of Snows

Uttaratantra from 
4 from the same monastery, also wrote a 

-
5 Uttaratantra 

6 

7 
Utta-

ratantra 8

-
ars praise the Uttaratantra

Uttaratantra -
Five Treatises of Maitreya,

Uttaratantra
-

Uttaratantra in Tibet in this early period of the treatise, sev-
eral other prominent masters from the same era also interpreted the 

holders of the contemplative tradition of the Uttaratantra, are believed 
to have written commentaries on the text that interpreted the treatise 

is believed to have written a commentary9 to the Uttaratantra that 
10 

In his 
),11 , 1079–1153), the 

famed disciple of the most celebrated Tibetan meditation master 
, 1052–1135), repeatedly cites the Uttaratantra 

as a central textual authority, and he does so in ways that appear to 
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-
tion

is, the Uttaratantra 12 

-
nent,13 states in his commentary on the  that the 
Uttaratantra  interpret the last-

14 
In his 

, 1147–1216), one of the luminaries of the 
Uttaratantra

nature mentioned in the ? It is not contradictory 

Utta-
ratantra 15 

Uttaratantra
textual authority for many prominent Tibetan masters from this early 

Con-
)16 

)17

Ngok and Chapa on the  
Pervasive Nature of the Buddha-Body

known verse from the Uttaratantra
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18

understood in terms of the second reason, which is that suchness is 

is neither the resultant buddha-body nor the causal buddha-nature, 

-

19 

the potential to achieve buddha-body,20 not so much to show that 

similar position in his 

21 

-
-

22 
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essence from the perspective of the second reason, which is that such-

23 
-
-

-

24 

both Kadam commentators assert that only the second reason estab-

-

25 

-
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26 Essentially both 

-

27

28

Ngok and Chapa on Definitive or  
Provisional Nature in the Uttaratantra

is the same as suchness or ultimate truth, they assert that the Utta-
ratantra

29 

phenomena are like fruit because they come in a variety that pervades 
30

explain the ultimate truth of phenomena, the emptiness of inherent 

Uttaratantra
) and “the 

) to refer to the Utta-
ratantra 31 Uttaratantra with the other four texts 
attributed to Maitreya and concludes that the Uttaratantra is superior 
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32

phrases of the Uttaratantra

33

Uttaratantra
Uttaratantra -

whereas the buddha-element is unconditioned and ultimate and 

Ngok and Chapa on the Uttaratantra  
as a Last-Wheel Treatise

-

34 

 or the middle-wheel teach-
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Uttaratantra  
-

35

Uttaratantra

wheel sutras such as the  and the 

Buddha-Element as a Conceived Object

-

36 

Uttaratantra)
point of the Uttaratantra

37 In both cases, not only is the buddha-element con-

Uttaratantra

-

38 
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Because all of its self-characteristics do not appear to con-
39 

-
40 

fully be spoken of and cannot be fully conceived by conceptual mind, 
-

and concepts in the Uttaratantra -
41

within the context of the path of preparation and the path below it,42 
where direct realization of emptiness has not dawned, whereas he 
speaks of the realization of the actual buddha-element within the con-

43

Ngok and Chapa Differ on Emphasis

makes use of certain technical terms such as “awakened buddha-
), 

and so forth44

)45 and “devel-
),46
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Uttaratantra
from the 

-
47

48

-

-
-

49 -
tionship between the developmental buddha-nature and the all-basis-

-

50

as a basis for misperception that the mistaken mind-set is 

-
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51

to explain how the developmental buddha-nature functions as a basis 

-
52 -

53

the potential to become a buddha in that their emptiness enables 

In response to an unnamed person who claims that the cut-
, 

54 

-
ness mentioned in 55 

important theme for his presentation of the developmental buddha-

56

him, the fact that the Uttaratantra
the buddha-nature shows that the Uttaratantra is a Madhyamaka text, 

57 

58 
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-
tiness of what is simply absent, as in the case of a valley which is 

referred to as emptiness, they are not actual ultimate truth or real 

Conclusion

-

contributed to the positive evaluation of the Uttaratantra

on the Uttaratantra

the Uttaratantra as provisional are already evident in this time period 

Uttaratantra
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