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CHAPTER 1 

Beyond Independence

The Dawn of Korean Anarchism in China

Anarchism had already been introduced to Koreans exiled in China 
before 1919.1 But it was only after 1919 that anarchism was viewed 
as a suitable principle for the construction of a new Korean society, 
as well as for their country’s independence. Needless to say, the Rus-

-
ered by many Korean exiles in China in the wake of factional strife 
within the independence camp, especially those in the Korean Pro-

-

interest in anarchism, because of its disdain of politics and political 

united activities for both independence and anticolonialism. Anarchist 
repudiation of the nation-state at the same time led to the foundation 

way for their transnational joint activity for a cosmopolitan world. 

rupture with the Provisional Government, at least until the late 1930s 
and early 1940s when, as I demonstrate in chapter 4, some anarchists 
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20 Anarchism in Korea

shifted their prime priority to national liberation and even decided to 

Japanese imperialism and render it a precondition to liberate Korea 
and then construct an anarchist society afterward.

activists in anarchism and their subsequent reception of it in the late 
1910s and early 1920s resulted most importantly from their increased 
opportunities to have contacts with anarchist ideals and principles 

their potential exposures to anarchist literature available in China in 

scope and comprehensiveness by any other social and political phi-
2 as well as their direct associations/

-
-

visible.3 With the abundance and richness of anarchist literature and 

journals jointly or independently. 

Many sources demonstrate the increased contacts and interactions 
after the March First Movement of 1919 between Korean exiles/
radicals and Chinese anarchists, which marks the dawn of Korean 
anarchist movement in China.4 While the Provisional Government 

in the publication of an anarchism-oriented journal titled The Light 
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(Guangming in Chinese and Gwangmyeong
The Light was the only journal 

published jointly in the early twentieth century with the collaboration 
of Koreans and Chinese, albeit most of the articles it carried were 
written by Chinese.5 It was not a Korean anarchist journal per se, but 
nevertheless carried some anarchism-oriented articles, for example, in 

-

6 In another article 

-
olution (i.e., the 1911 Revolution), still had to be under the rule of and 
pressure from the warlords.7 It is safe to say that by the early 1920s, 

an alliance, Korean radicals accepted anarchism in those Chinese cit-
ies with help from Chinese anarchists; Korean radicals’ associations 
and interactions in various forms with Chinese anarchists and their 

-

drawn to anarchism, enticed initially to its principles like mutual aid 
and social transformation based on freedom and equality.

(1880–1936), a prominent Korean historian, journalist, and writer. 
-

New Greater Korea (Sin daehan), basi-
cally an anarchism-oriented journal,8 for about four months between 

-
ly journal called Heavenly Drum (Cheon-go -
sical Chinese, between January and July 1921. This monthly journal 
was, in its orientation and content, not anarchist but carried articles 
written both by Koreans and Chinese, on the issues of mutual aid, 
and also promoted the Korean-Chinese alliance. For example, in its 
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third issue, published in February 1921, there was an article on Kro-
potkin’s death in January of the same year, written by Shin himself 

idea of mutual aid and praised Kropotkin’s personality.9 

(1881–1873), a Paris Chinese anarchist and one of the key members 

quanshu), at the same university, to assist Shin’s study of prehis-

10

stated in his An Appeal to the Young. Køtoku Sh¨sui’s (1871–1911) 
On the Obliteration of Christ (Kirisuto Mas-

satsuron),11 must have impressed Shin as well. At his trial later in 1929, 

understood that Kø -
12

personal relationships and associations with Chinese/Japanese anar-

other Asian anarchists.

13 must have been a 
factor as well for his acceptance of anarchism. Yi had exiled to China 

-

14 -

15
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and became a member of the Provisional Government of Korea in 

liberation.16

17

18 
19

of his conversion to anarchism.20

The case of Yu Rim (1894–1961) illuminates a constant move 
of Korean anarchists from and to Korea and even within China. Yu 
moved to Manchuria in 1919 for independence movement and became 

-
-

chists between 1922 and 1925, when he was a student at National 

he sneaked into the Korean peninsula to help establish the Korean 

prisoned for his anarchist activities in Korea, he returned to Manchu-

21

most important Korean anarchist in the history of Korean anarchist 

the anarchist movement in colonial Korea before 1945 at the risk of his 
life when he crossed the border between Manchuria and Korea, but 
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anarchism before and after 1945.22

-

interested in socialism in Tokyo when he was a student at Keiø -
versity in 1918.23 When the 1919 March First Movement occurred, Yi 

where he immediately participated in the Provisional Government 

attracted by the news from Russia about the Russian Revolution and 

however, on his way to Russia at the end of 1921 to attend the Far East 

-
-

dence and anarchist society.24

stay and live in China as exiles.25 Yi must have accepted anarchism in 

pilbong),26

his elder brother who converted to anarchism in China as well, used 

27

-
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sic

(Zhongguo wuzhengfu dang) in various locations in China.28 This was 

and land, and thus strove for national liberation without any fear of 

in China, Japan, and Korea could be united to move forward. At the 

all, at one place.29

-

30 In September of 

project proposed by a Chinese anarchist with surname of Zhou, which 

31 The failed project could be included 
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others, even after 1945. 
-

-

The latter deserves special attention. Just like Yi, Fan used to be a 
study-abroad student in Tokyo, where he had converted to anarchism. 

New Taiwan (Xin taiwan
32 Fan’s 

movement in 1920s China as one of its main non-Korean comrades. 
In addition to Fan, Vasilij Eroshenko (1889–1952) was one of the 

Eroshenko was a blind Russian poet and anarchist who visited China 
in the early 1920s, and delivered his cosmopolitanism to the Chinese 
audience and possibly Korean exiles and anarchists in China, as well.33 
In fact, what Eroshenko talked to Yi about the situation in Soviet 
Russia under Lenin’s rule convinced Yi that anarchist principles, not 
those of the Soviet-style communism, must be used to achieve social 
revolution.34 When he became aware of then–Russian situation from 
Eroshenko, Yi probably recalled what he had heard about the rift 

-

just like others in China, heard from Eroshenko about the political 
realities of Soviet Russia after the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, such 

-
35
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-

most suitable for Korea’s independence and social transformation.
-

-

published with Yi an anarchism-inspired journal called Heavenly Drum 

-
tion of independence and its related problems, for which he met with 

stopped when he found anarchism, which is quite obvious from his 

or converted to be an anarchist. From a contemporary perspective of 
-

36 Yi had met with a 

listed above. In fact, it is believed that there were no Korean indepen-

37

1923.38

key that drew him to anarchism. 

Korean anarchists must participate in the movement of Chinese 

39 This 
proposed interactiveness between Korean and Chinese anarchists 
remained of importance until 1945, as we will see in chapter 4, and 
at the same time explains the existential conditions Koran anarchists 
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faced in China. In other words, from the Korean anarchist perspective, 
their cooperation and alliance with Chinese comrades was simply nec-

most importantly, for the implementation of their shared anarchist 

an alliance with other anarchists beyond their national boundaries, 
which in turn was imperative to seek safety in their activities in China. 

character of Korean anarchism in China in the 1930s and ’40s. Their 
deep, shared belief with other anarchists, especially Chinese, that 

in China, which vindicates the importance of national consciousness 

40 recalls 
-

hang-il 41

sic) for the 

42

be read and understood by these theoretically equipped Korean anar-

theoretically.43

however, he and others were not deaf at all to the universal mes-
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such as freedom, equality, revolution, democracy, development, and 

to anarchism as a result of his increased awareness of the universal 
problems under capitalism.

-

-
-

-

journal. Not many facts are known about it and its membership, but 

Shin Chaeho.44 And next, sponsored by Chinese anarchist Cai Yuan-

Korean anarchist students like Yu Seo (or Yu Giseok, 1905–1980) and 

45 The BFL, a product of the like-minded Korean and Chinese 
anarchists and of their joint activities, had its own journal titled the 
Eastern Miscellaneous (Dongfang zazhi), published in Chinese. Some of 

-

46 

of intense interactions between Korean and Chinese anarchists. Yu, 

wangguo nu) is more 
47 he readily par-

ticipated in both anarchist and Korean independence movements in 
China. In 1925 he promoted the establishment of the Society of the 
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Contemporary Culture (Xiandai wenhua), Popular Culture (Minjian wen-
hua), and Cultural Front (Wenhua zhanxian
them with other Chinese anarchists such as Mao Yipo (1901–1996) and 

(minzhong wenxue

48

Evidence of the intimate interactions in China between Korean 
and Chinese and other Asian anarchists could be found further in 

by Japanese military in Manchuria in 1930, once worked as an editor 
for the National Customs Daily (Guofeng ribao), published by Chinese 

anarchist Suofei and two Japanese anarchists whose surnames were 
Sano (probably Sano Ichirø) and Matsumoto, respectively. Sim and 

datong), 
tianxia

sihai

 (Suowei ‘bucheng xianren’) into Chinese, which was sub-
sequently carried in Sea of Learning (Xuehui), a supplement of the 
National Customs Daily.49

which published Sea of Learning 
important base for Chinese anarchists and had extensive connections 

50 Sim and the Japanese anarchists must 

only enemy was Japanese imperialism.
Korean Youth (Gaoli qingnian) in the 

winter of 1924, to which prominent Chinese anarchist Ba Jin contrib-
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51

the close relationship between his brother and Chinese anarchists. 

-
The Masses (Minzhong 52

53

once studied and made friends in China with a Vietnamese student 

54 
-

-

-

in China. Not much is known about the KALC’s activity but many 
Justice Newspaper (Jeong-ui 

gongbo in Korean or Zhengyi gongbao in Chinese),55

Korean anarchist newspaper published in China. The newspaper has 

contributors to it was Shin Chaeho who, for unknown reasons, didn’t 
join the KALC itself but obviously partook in its newspaper works. 

for Korea’s independence, mainly led and employed by the Korean 
nationalist independence camp in China, represented by the Provi-

-
per’s criticism was also directed toward the factional strife within 
the nationalist camp and the Provisional Government itself. Bolshe-

addition, the newspaper insisted on the cooperation and coalition of 
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discontinued.56 
Justice Newspaper is available now for the 

-
pendence may help us to understand the newspaper’s vision of a 
postindependence Korean society. In his conversation in 1926 with 

who was to be murdered there later in 1931 by Korean communists 

of power and that a local autonomous system, based upon 
-

lished and, at the same time, the central political structure, 

would be constructed.57

-

unlike communism, does not require uniformity, anarchism, while 

contended.58 In sum, the newspaper under his editorship probably 

factionalism in the Korean nationalist camp in China.59 What is most 

-

-
bers of KALC frequently met and maintained a relationship with a 
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Yuanpei.60 The former two were the well-known core members of the 

61 
-

62 Given their 

until the 1940s,63 it is quite possible that their version of anarchism 

their version of it, which was the case as I demonstrate in chapter 4. 
The KALC anarchists also frequently met and interacted with other 

-
ment in the discussions of anarchism and the vision of a future world, 
as well as of the problems of their respective nation and the world 
with their solutions. Eroshenko particularly has been known as the 
one who converted many Korean exiles in China to anarchism, and 

people with Korean anarchists, consented with his Korean comrades 

-

-
chists on Korean anarchists was decisive or formative in the latter’s 

-
ous interactions with other anarchists in the course of their quest for 
Korea’s independence. More important was the nationalist direction 
of Korean anarchism they seemed to set at its inception, which had 

history of Korean anarchism. 

while Tokyo was a base for their revolutionary/reform activities.64 For 
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øten), run by 
ø

sic
sic

65

and Japan.66

of the representative of the Communist International (Comintern), 

a role as a node of the transnational network of radicals in East-

(1907–?) recalls.67 
-

there with Sano Ichirø 68 
69 The encounter between 

Yu and Ba Jin, in particular, developed later into a short story about 

Fa de gushi

Japanese, and the relations between Chinese and Korean revolu-
70

his study abroad in Japan and had provided his private hospital 

anarchist convention later on June 14, 1928, at which the representa-
tives from six countries decided to establish the Eastern Anarchist 

71
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72 In the case of 

the Japanese army, and Take Riyø
acquainted also at the hospital, took part in this plan, albeit it ulti-

73 

-
cation for all anarchists.74

Korea was established in 1919, and served as the center of its activities 
until the Japanese invasion of the city in the 1930s. As Kim San stated, 

other radicals there.75 The latter case was the Society of Taiwanese and 
Korean Comrades (Taihan tongzhi hui

of the society and the publication of its journal, Equality (Pingping), 

mutual aid of mankind and the opposition to proletarian dictatorship 

April 1924, were the articles that contained its criticism of Japanese 
colonialism and its advocacy of Korean independence, and the writ-

-
cance of the publication of Equality
anarchist journal, it was the earlier product of the collaboration and 
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76 

and was hired there as an apprentice at a British-owned foundry, but 

-

job or under Japanese surveillance. As a solution to the hardships in 

to translate many anarchist books and works for publication. It is 
unknown who the publisher was, but included in his translations for 

Law and Authority and 
Anarchist Morality
by Bakunin, Malatesta, and Elisée Reclus.77

participated was the educational experiments of Chinese anarchists 

(1891–1933), and was operated for about ten years from the early 
78 -

-
79

-

anarchists were hired to teach in the department. And it was since 

bogeum jari 80 
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received an education that combined education and productive labor 
81

-

was open to criticism of Sun Yat-sen’s Three People’s Principles (San-
min zhuyi
and students, therefore.82

that he did not believe he learned much there.83

84

Another educational experiment Korean anarchists joined was 

extent they were involved in the establishment and operation of it. 

-

85

of Laoda needs to be understood in relation to the Movement for 

-

-
86

-
87
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