Chapter 1
The Siitra

The Siitra on the Heart of the Transcendent and Victorious
Perfection of Wisdom!

Thus did I hear at one time. The Transcendent Victor was sitting on
Vulture Mountain in Rajagrha together with a great assembly of monks
and a great assembly of Bodhisattvas. At that time the Transcendent
Victor was absorbed in a samadhi on the enumerations of phenomena
called “perception of the profound.” Also at that time, the Bodhisattva,
the Mahisattva, the Superior Avalokitesvara was contemplating the
meaning of the profound perfection of wisdom and he saw that those
five aggregates also are empty of inherent existence. Then, by the power
of the Buddha, the venerable Sariputra said this to the Bodhisattva,
the Mahasattva, the Superior Avalokite§vara, “How should a son of
good lineage train who wishes to practice the profound perfection of
wisdom?”

The Bodhisattva, the Mahasattva, the Superior Avalokitesvara
said this to the venerable Sariputra: “Sariputra, a son of good lineage
or a daughter of good lineage who wishes to practice the profound
perfection of wisdom should view [things] in this way: They should
correctly view those five aggregates also as empty of inherent existence.
Form is emptiness; emptiness is form. Emptiness is not other than
form; form is not other than emptiness. In the same way, feeling,
discrimination, compositional factors, and consciousnesses are empty.
Sariputra, in that way, all phenomena are empty, that is, without
characteristic, unproduced, unceased, stainless, not stainless, un-
diminished, unfilled. Therefore, Sariputra, in emptiness, there is no
form, no feeling, no discrimination, no compositional factors, no
consciousness, no eye, no ear, no nose, no tongue, no body, no mind,
no form, no sound, no odor, no taste, no object of touch, no phenomenon.
There is no eye constituent, no mental constituent, up to and including
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no mental consciousness constituent. There is no ignorance, no
extinction of ignorance, up to and including no aging and death and
no extinction of aging and death. Similarly, there are no sufferings,
no origins, no cessations, no paths, no exalted wisdom, no attainment,
and also no non-attainment.

Therefore, Sariputra, because Bodhisattvas have no attainment,
they depend on and abide in the perfection of wisdom; because their
minds are without obstructions, they are without fear. Having completely
passed beyond all error they go to the completion of nirvana. All the
Buddhas who abide in the three times have been fully awakened into
unsurpassed, perfect, complete enlightenment through relying on the
perfection of wisdom.

Therefore, the mantra of the perfection of wisdom is the mantra
of great knowledge, the unsurpassed mantra, the mantra equal to the
unequalled, the mantra that thoroughly pacifies all suffering. Because
it is not false, it should be known to be true. The mantra of the perfection
of wisdom is stated:

tadyatha om gate gate paragate parasamgate bodhi svaha

Sariputra, Bodhisattva Mahasattvas should train in the profound
perfection of wisdom in that way.

Then the Transcendent Victor rose from that samadhi and said
to the Bodhisattva, the Mahasattva, the Superior Avalokite$vara,
“Well done. Well done, well done, child of good lineage, it is just so.
Child of good lineage, it is like that; the profound perfection of wisdom
should be practiced just as you have taught it. Even the Tathagatas
admire this.” The Transcendent Victor having so spoken, the venerable
Sariputra, the Bodhisattva, the Mahasattva, the Superior Avalokitesvara,
and all those surrounding and those of the world, the gods, humans,
demigods, and gandharvas were filled with admiration and praised
the words of the Transcendent Victor.
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