
3131
WWW.SUNYPRESS.EDU

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

harold coward

the perfectibility of human nature
in eastern and western thought

Nevval Sevindi
Edited and with an Introduction by Ibrahim M. Abu-Rabi‘
Translated by Abdullah T. Antepli

Contemporary
Islamic Conversations

Contemporary
Islamic Conversations

M. Fethullah Gülen on Turkey, Islam, and the WestM. Fethullah Gülen on Turkey, Islam, and the West

THE PERFECTIBILITY 
OF HUMAN NATURE 
IN EASTERN AND 
WESTERN THOUGHT
HAROLD COWARD

Explores the issue of the 
perfectibility of nature in 
philosophy, psychology, and 
a variety of world religions.

How perfectible is human nature as understood in Eastern 
and Western philosophy, psychology, and religion? 

Harold Coward examines some of the very different answers 
to this question. He poses that in Western thought, including 
philosophy, psychology, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, human 
nature is often understood as fi nite, fl awed, and not perfectible—
in religion requiring God’s grace and the afterlife to reach 
the goal. By contrast, Eastern thought arising in India frequently 
sees human nature to be perfectible and presumes that we will be 
reborn until we realize the goal—the various yoga psychologies, 
philosophies, and religions of Hinduism and Buddhism being the 
paths by which one may perfect oneself and realize release from 
rebirth. Coward uses the striking differences in the assessment 
of how perfectible human nature is as the comparative focus 
for this book.

“Coward has found the most useful question to ask in order 
to enhance the reader’s understanding of the clear differences 
between Eastern and Western philosophies and religions. 
In pursuing the notion of ‘perfectibility’ through Western 
philosophy, psychology, and religions, and Eastern philosophies 
and religions—a task he is eminently qualifi ed to do—he brings 
a vast body of material into a manageable frame. By his choice 
of focus and his brilliant examination of this question through 
many traditions, he brings forth a new distinct point of view.” 
— Robert M. Garvin, University at Albany, State University 
of New York

HAROLD COWARD is Professor Emeritus of History and Founding 
Director of the Centre for Studies in Religion and Society at the 
University of Victoria. He is the author and editor of many books, 
including Religion and Peacebuilding (with Gordon S. Smith) 
and Yoga and Psychology: Language, Memory, and Mysticism, 
both also published by SUNY Press.

A volume in the SUNY series in Religious Studies
Harold Coward, editor

FEBRUARY • 224 pp.
$24.95 pb 978-0-7914-7336-8
$74.50 hc 978-0-7914-7335-1

CONTEMPORARY 
ISLAMIC 
CONVERSATIONS
M. Fethullah Gülen 
on Turkey, Islam, 
and the West
NEVVAL SEVINDI

EDITED AND WITH AN 
INTRODUCTION BY 
IBRAHIM M. ABU-RABI>
TRANSLATED BY 
ABDULLAH T. ANTEPLI

Discusses the ideas of the most important living Muslim 
thinker and leader in contemporary Turkey.

Contemporary Islamic Conversations discusses the ideas of 
Turkey’s most signifi cant Muslim fi gure, M. Fethullah Gülen. 

Originally published in Turkish by Nevval Sevindi, one of Turkey’s 
top journalists, this edited translation makes Gülen’s work and 
ideas accessible to the English-speaking world for the fi rst time. 
It includes interviews conducted by the author with Gülen, 
who has been living in self-imposed exile in the United States 
since 1999. The book explores his ideas regarding Islam and 
the West, Islam and violence, and religion and the future of the 
nation-state in Turkey and the Muslim world.

Gülen has worked hard to revive the religious tradition of the 
Turkish theologian Bediuzzaman Said Nursi (1877–1960), 
and while his debt to Nursi’s ideas is clear, he has a passionate 
interest in Islamic theology and Arabic and Turkish literature, 
and is also deeply interested in poetry, philosophy, sociology, 
and the classics in general. Gülen offers a moderate perspective 
on Islam, is open to interfaith and intercivilizational dialogue, 
and defends a notion of Islam in which Muslims are able to fully 
engage the world without any fear or prejudice. His community 
of followers has opened 500 high schools around the world, 
including the United States, and also owns seven universities 
in Central Asia and Turkey.

NEVVAL SEVINDI writes for the daily Zaman and is based 
in Istanbul, Turkey. At the Hartford Seminary in Connecticut, 
IBRAHIM M. ABU-RABI> is Professor of Islamic Studies and 
Christian-Muslim Relations, and ABDULLAH T. ANTEPLI is 
the Coordinator of Islamic Chaplaincy and Interfaith Relations. 
Abu-Rabi> is the editor of several books, including Islam at the 
Crossroads: On the Life and Thought of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi 
and Islam in Modern Turkey: An Intellectual Biography of 
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, both also published by SUNY Press.

JANUARY • 160 pp.
$14.95 pb 978-0-7914-7354-2
$44.50 hc 978-0-7914-7353-5
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Contesting Justice
Ahmed E. Souaiaia

WOMEN, ISLAM, LAW, AND SOCIETY

singingakrishna
SoundBecomes Sight in Paramānand’s Poetry

A.Whitney Sanford

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

SINGING KRISHNA
Sound Becomes Sight 
in Parama μnand’s Poetry
A. WHITNEY SANFORD

Introduces Paramaμnand, 
one of India’s poet-saints, 
his work, and this work’s 
use in ritual.

Singing Krishna introduces 
Parama μnand, one of north 

India’s greatest medieval poet-
saints, whose poetry has been sung from the sixteenth century 
to the present in ritual service to the Hindu deity Krishna. 
A. Whitney Sanford examines how hearing Parama μnand’s poetry 
in ritual context serves as a threshold for devotees between this 
world and Krishna’s divine world. To “see Krishna” is a primary 
goal of the devotee, and Parama μnand deftly constructs a vision 
through words. Sanford employs the dual strategies of interpreting 
Paramaμnand’s poems—which sing the cycles of Krishna’s activities—
and illustrating the importance of their ritual contexts. 
This approach offers insight into the nature of the devotional 
experience that is not accessible by simply studying the poetry 
or rituals in isolation. Sanford shows that the signifi cance of 
Parama μnand’s poetry lies not only in its beauty and historical 
importance but fi nally in its capacity to permit the devotee 
to see through the ephemeral world into Krishna’s world.

“The beautiful lyrics of Parama μnand’s poetry are a welcome 
addition to the growing body of Indic poetry in translation. 
Sanford’s excellent book guides us through the poetry and takes 
us right to its sources.” — Constantina Rhodes Bailly, author of 
Shaiva Devotional Songs of Kashmir: A Translation and Study 
of Utpaladeva’s Shivastotravali

A. WHITNEY SANFORD is Assistant Professor of Religion at the 
University of Florida.

MARCH • 176 pp.
$65.00 hc 978-0-7914-7395-5

CONTESTING JUSTICE
Women, Islam, Law, 
and Society
AHMED E. SOUAIAIA

Argues that the rights of 
women in Muslim society 
are based on the preserved 
cultural standards of elites, 
not the ethical philosophy 
of the Qur<aμn.

Contesting Justice examines 
the development of the laws 

and practices governing the status of women in Muslim society, 
particularly in terms of marriage, polygamy, inheritance, and 
property rights. Ahmed E. Souaiaia argues that such laws were 
not methodically derived from legal sources but rather are the 
preserved understanding and practices of the early ruling elite. 
Based on his quantitative, linguistic, and normative analyses 
of Qur<a μnic texts—and contrary to the established practice—
the author shows that these texts sanction only monogamous 
marriages, guarantee only female heirs’ shares, and do not 
prescribe an inheritance principle that awards males twice 
the shares of females. He critically explores the way religion 
is developed and then is transformed into a social control 
mechanism that transcends legal reform, gender-sensitive 
education, or radical modernization. To ameliorate the legal, 
political, and economic status of women in the Islamic world, 
Souaiaia recommends the strengthening of civil society 
institutions that will challenge wealth-engendered majoritism, 
curtail society-manufactured conformity, and bridle the absolute 
power of the state.

“This is the fi rst study I have seen in which the author combines 
expert knowledge of highly technical aspects of shari μ>ah, Islamic 
hermeneutics, human rights, and social justice. Souaiaia speaks 
with authority to a specialist Islamic scholar, while making his 
argument and analysis clear and accessible to a general reader. 
This is an informative and engaging book.” 
— Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na>im, Emory University School of Law

AHMED E. SOUAIAIA is Assistant Professor of Religious Studies 
at the University of Iowa and the author of The Function of Orality 
in Islamic Law and Practices: Verbalizing Meaning.

MARCH • 224 pp.
6 tables, 2 fi gures
$70.00 hc 978-0-7914-7397-9
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The Character of the Self
in Ancient India

Priests, Kings, and Women
in the Early Upaniṣads

Brian Black

The International Eliade
Edited by Bryan Rennie

Western Esotericism

Rituals of Initiation

HENRIK BOGDAN

and

FRITHJOF SCHUON 
Life and Teachings
JEAN-BAPTISTE AYMARD AND PATRICK LAUDE

FOREWORD BY SEYYED HOSSEIN NASR

A comprehensive introduction to the life 
and work of the preeminent expositor 
of perennial philosophy.

The fi rst book in English devoted to the 

religious philosopher Frithjof Schuon 

(1907–1998) to appear since his death. 

“As a contribution to, and commentary on, the work of Schuon 

and the esoteric tradition, this volume is worth one’s attention.” 

— Dialogue and Alliance

“A book every spiritual aspirant would do well to read.” 

— East and West Series

“The authors of this book are to be congratulated for having produced 

this important introduction to the life, works, and thought of one of the 

most remarkable intellectual and spiritual luminaries of the past century. 

Their study combines personal devotion to the subject with extensive 

knowledge drawn from both oral and written sources not generally 

available. This book will likely become a primary source in future years.” 

— from the Foreword by Seyyed Hossein Nasr 

JANUARY • 196 pp.
6 b/w photographs
$21.95 pb 978-0-7914-6206-5

THE CHARACTER OF THE SELF 
IN ANCIENT INDIA
Priests, Kings, and Women 
in the Early Upanis |ads
BRIAN BLACK

Explores the narratives and dialogues of 
the Upanis |ads and shows that these literary 
elements are central to an understanding 
of Upanishadic philosophy.

This groundbreaking book is an elegant 

exploration of the Upanis|ads, often considered 

the fountainhead of the rich, varied philosophical tradition in India. 

The Upanis |ads, in addition to their philosophical content, have a number 

of sections that contain narratives and dialogues—a literary dimension 

largely ignored by the Indian philosophical tradition, as well as by 

modern scholars. Brian Black draws attention to these literary elements 

and demonstrates that they are fundamental to understanding the 

philosophical claims of the text.

JANUARY • 224 pp.
$21.95 pb 978-0-7914-7014-5

WESTERN ESOTERICISM 
AND RITUALS OF INITIATION
HENRIK BOGDAN

Historical exploration of Masonic rituals 
of initiation.

JANUARY • 235 pp.
8 tables
$21.95 pb 978-0-7914-7070-1

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

THE CHARISMATIC COMMUNITY
Shi>ite Identity in Early Islam
MARIA MASSI DAKAKE

Looks at the emergence of Shi>ism as 
a distinct communal identity within Islam.

JANUARY • 323 pp.
$25.95 pb 978-0-7914-7034-3

THE INTERNATIONAL ELIADE
BRYAN RENNIE, EDITOR

A unique consideration of the work of 
Mircea Eliade highlighting scholarship 
from outside the Anglophone world.

The International Eliade brings together 

contributors from beyond the Anglo-American 

milieu to consider the work of Mircea Eliade. 

Signifi cant new insights and information 

concerning Eliade, his past, and potential 

applications of his thought are provided by scholars from Romania, 

Belgium, Italy, Germany, Norway, France, Argentina, India, Korea, Japan, 

and Québec, Canada. Intended as a balanced consideration of Eliade’s 

signifi cance, the collection recognizes the restrictions and shortcomings 

of his work, and gives the English-language reader access to research 

in Eliade studies being done in a global arena.

“This volume reviews international scholarship on the central fi gure of 

comparative religion in the last generation, which is a valuable contribution. 

The nonpolemical atmosphere of the book is refreshing and allows the 

reader to see the individual essays as phenomena in their own right.” 

— William E. Paden, author of Interpreting the Sacred: 

Ways of Viewing Religion

JANUARY • 318 pp.
3 fi gures
$22.95 pb 978-0-7914-7088-6
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