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Looks at the role of Jewish American fi ction 
in the larger context of American culture.

In American Talmud, Ezra Cappell redefi nes 

the genre of Jewish American fi ction and 

places it squarely within the larger context of American literature. 

Cappell departs from the conventional approach of defi ning Jewish 

American authors solely in terms of their ethnic origins and sociological 

constructs, and instead contextualizes their fi ction within the theological 

heritage of Jewish culture. By deliberately emphasizing historical and 

ethnographic links to religions, religious texts, and traditions, Cappell 

demonstrates that twentieth-century and contemporary Jewish American 

fi ction writers have been codifying a new Talmud, an American Talmud, 

and argues that the literary production of Jews in America might be seen 

as one more stage of rabbinic commentary on the scriptural inheritance 

of the Jewish people.

“The question of the Jewishness of Jewish American writers is the central 

question of the genre, and Cappell tackles this question head on. 

Cappell’s incisive, wise, and utterly convincing examination of the 

theological underpinnings of the contemporary Jewish American 

imagination will surely have to be reckoned with as it cuts against 

the grain of much contemporary literary criticism in the fi eld.” 

— Andrew Furman, author of Israel Through the Jewish-American 

Imagination: A Survey of Jewish-American Literature on Israel, 

1928 –1995

“With both authority and a rare kind of scholarly clarity, Cappell connects 

the issues of Jewish modernity—identity, memory, nature of evil, 

role of God in history—between Talmud and postmodernity in America. 

This book not only makes the case for the continuing habit of Jewish 

American writers to revisit their religious archives, but also for cultural 

studies to include the sedimentation of religious culture in its historicizing 

of American culture.” — Gloria L. Cronin, coeditor of Jewish American 

and Holocaust Literature: Representation in the Postmodern World
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THE PHILOSOPHER 
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Responses to Fackenheim’s 
refl ections on the centrality 
of the Holocaust to philoso-
phy, Jewish thought, and 
contemporary experience.

Emil Fackenheim (1916–2003), one of the most important 
Jewish philosophers of the twentieth century, called on the 

world at large not only to bear witness to the Holocaust as an 
unprecedented assault on Judaism and on humanity, but also to 
recognize that the question of what it means to philosophize—
indeed, what it means to be human—must be raised anew in its 
wake. The Philosopher as Witness begins with two recent essays 
written by Fackenheim himself and includes responses to the 
questions that Fackenheim posed to philosophy, Judaism, and 
humanity after the Holocaust. The contributors to this book 
dare to extend that questioning through a critical examination of 
Fackenheim’s own thought and through an exploration of some 
of the ramifi cations of his work for fi elds of study and realms of 

religious life that transcend his own.

“…address[es], in an astonishingly 
thought-provoking and coherent way, 
… central and urgent themes in 
contemporary philosophy, theology, 
history, literature, Judaism, and 
Christianity…” — Kenneth Hart Green, 
editor of Jewish Philosophy and the 
Crisis of Modernity
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