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CHOLERA AND NATION
Doctoring 
the Social Body 
in Victorian England
PAMELA K. GILBERT

How cholera epidemics 
affected Victorian perceptions 
of the body and the nation.

Drawing from sermons, 
novels, newspaper editorials, 

poetry, medical texts, and the 
writings of social activists, Cholera and Nation explores how 
the coming of the cholera epidemics during a period of intense 
political reform in Britain set the terms by which the social body 
would be defi ned. In part by historical accident, epidemic disease 
and especially cholera became foundational to the understanding 
of the social body. As the healthy body was closely tied to a 
particular vision of nation and modernity, the unhealthy body 
was proportionately racialized and othered. In turn, epidemic 
disease could not be separated from issues of social responsibility, 
political management, and economic unrest, which perpetually 
threatened the nation and its identity. For the rest of the century, 
the emergent fi eld of public health would be central to the British 
national imaginary, defi ning the nation’s civilization and modernity 
by its sanitary progress.

“This is a very skillful example of historically sound literary criticism; 
it combines attention to narrative with relevant historical contex-
tualization, and offers a detailed account of the literary history 
of a subject not commonly treated through literature. This is 
innovative and complements more conventional historical work on 
the subject of public health and medicine in the Victorian period.” 
— Antoinette Burton, editor of Archive Stories: Facts, Fictions, 
and the Writing of History

PAMELA K. GILBERT is Professor of English at the University 
of Florida. Her books include Mapping the Victorian Social Body; 
Imagined Londons; and Beyond Sensation: Mary Elizabeth Braddon 
in Context (coedited with Marlene Tromp and Aeron Haynie), 
all published by SUNY Press.

A volume in the SUNY series, Studies in the Long Nineteenth Century
Pamela K. Gilbert, editor

JANUARY • 288 pp.
$75.00 hc 978-0-7914-7343-6

AMERICAN 
EXCEPTIONALISM IN THE 
AGE OF GLOBALIZATION
The Specter of Vietnam
WILLIAM V. SPANOS

Connects the American 
exceptionalist ethos to the 
violence in Vietnam and 
the Middle East.

In American Exceptionalism in the Age of Globalization, 
William V. Spanos explores three writers—Graham Greene, 

Philip Caputo, and Tim O’Brien—whose work devastatingly 
critiques the U.S. intervention in Vietnam and exposes the brutality 
of the Vietnam War. Utilizing poststructuralist theory, particularly 
that of Heidegger, Althusser, Foucault, and Said, Spanos argues 
that the Vietnam War disclosed the dark underside of the 
American exceptionalist ethos and, in so doing, speaks directly 
to America’s war on terror in the aftermath of 9/11. To support 
this argument, Spanos undertakes close readings of Greene’s 
The Quiet American, Caputo’s A Rumor of War, and O’Brien’s 
Going After Cacciato, all of which bear witness to the self-destruction 
of American exceptionalism. Spanos retrieves the spectral witness 
that has been suppressed since the war, but that now, in the wake 
of the quagmire in Iraq, has returned to haunt America’s post-9/11 
“project for the new American century.”

“In this fascinating and important book, distinguished scholar 
William V. Spanos uses his Heideggerian perspective to explain 
why we Americans have suppressed memory of the catastrophe of 
Vietnam and why we are now in the midst of repeating that error 
in a new form in Iraq. Spanos explains how American exception-
alism led us as a nation to believe that we had an ‘errand in the 
wilderness’ and a manifest destiny to take over the continent, 
and, more recently, to believe that it is our calling to 
‘bring Western-style democracy to the world.’” — J. Hillis Miller, 
author of Literature as Conduct: Speech Acts in Henry James

“This book will become an important voice in the ongoing debate 
about American identity and the United States’ place in the world 
of the twenty-fi rst century.” — Rodney Mader, West Chester 
University of Pennsylvania

WILLIAM V. SPANOS is Distinguished Professor of English at 
Binghamton University, State University of New York. He is the 
author of many books, including America’s Shadow: An Anatomy 
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Politics of Destruction.
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