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QUEER TRANSITIONS 
IN CONTEMPORARY 
SPANISH CULTURE
From Franco to la Movida
Gema Pérez-Sánchez

Offers a sustained analysis of both 
high and low queer culture and its 
connections to cultural and political 
processes in Spain.

Gema Pérez-Sánchez argues 
that the process of political and cultural transition from 
dictatorship to democracy in Spain can be read allegorically 
as a shift from a dictatorship that followed a self-loathing 
“homosexual” model to a democracy that identified as a 
pluralized “queer” body. Focusing on the urban cultural 
phenomenon of la movida, she offers a sustained analysis of 
high queer culture, as represented by novels, along with an 
examination of low queer culture, as represented by comic 
books and films. Pérez-Sánchez shows that urban queer 
culture played a defining role in the cultural and political 
processes that helped to move Spain from a premodern, 
fascist military dictatorship to a late-capitalist, parliamentary 
democracy.

JUNE  •  257 pp  •  8 illustrations
$24.95 pb 978-0-7914-7174-6

New in Paper

RESILIENCE
Queer Professors
from the Working Class
Kenneth Oldfield and
Richard Greggory Johnson III, 
editors

First collection of essays by queer 
scholars with working-class back-
grounds.

Academia can be overwhelm-
ingly foreign and hostile to those 
who have poor or working-class 
backgrounds. For people who are 
from the working class and also 
queer, the obstacles to earning 
a graduate degree may prove 
insurmountable. Frequently dis-
couraged from attending college 
in the first place, these students 
often struggle to pay for their 
education while they simul-
taneously battle prejudice and 
discrimination because of their 
sexual orientation and blue-col-
lar backgrounds. Resilience offers 
inspiring personal stories of those 
who made it: thirteen professors 
and administrators provide their 
moving accounts of struggle, 
marginalization, and triumph in 
the accomplishments that their 
parents, guidance counselors, and 
sometimes even they themselves 
would have thought out of reach. 

Kenneth Oldfield is Professor 
Emeritus of Public Administra-
tion at the University of Illinois at 
Springfield. Richard Greggory 
Johnson III is Assistant Professor 
of Educational Leadership and 
Policy Studies at the University 
of Vermont.

November  •  272 pp
$27.95 pb 978-0-7914-7638-3
$83.50 hc 978-0-7914-7637-6
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