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New in Paperfilm studies  •  latino/a studies

THE COMEDY
OF PHILOSOPHY
Sense and Nonsense
in Early Cinematic Slapstick
Lisa Trahair

Melds philosophical analysis with early 
cinematic history to develop a fresh theory 
of the notion of comedy.

The Comedy of Philosophy brings modern debates in continental 
philosophy to bear on the historical study of early cinematic 
comedy. Through the films of Mack Sennett, Buster Keaton, 
Charlie Chaplin, Harold Lloyd, and the Marx Brothers, Lisa 
Trahair investigates early cinema’s exploration of sense and 
nonsense by utilizing the contributions to the philosophy 
of comedy made by Freud and Bataille and by examining 
significant poststructuralist interpretations of their work.
Trahair explores the shift from the excessive physical slapstick 
of the Mack Sennett era to the so-called structural comedy of 
the 1920s, and also offers a new perspective on the importance 
of psychoanalysis for the study of film by focusing on the 
implications of Freud’s theory of the unconscious for our 
understanding of visuality.

JUNE  •  264 pp  •  21 b/w photographs
$21.95 pb 978-0-7914-7248-4

CUBA
Idea of a Nation Displaced
Andrea O’Reilly Herrera, editor

Internationally renowned scholars address 
the Cuban diaspora from multiple 
perspectives and locations.

In Cuba, internationally renowned 
artists, philosophers, and writers reflect 
on the idea of a nation displaced. 
Featuring contributions from Isabel 

Alvarez Borland, Antonio Benítez-Rojo, María Cristina García, 
William Navarrete, Eliana Rivero, Rafael Rojas, and Carlos 
Victoria, as well as many others, Cuba is a rich collection of 
essays, testimonials, and interviews that reveal the complex, often 
antagonistic cultural and political debates coexisting within the 
Cuban exile population. As a multivoiced text, Cuba formulates 
a deeper understanding of diasporic identity, and broadens the 
discussion of the manner in which Cuban cultural identity and 
nationhood have been constructed, negotiated, and transformed 
by physical and cultural displacement.

JUNE  •  360 pp
$34.95 pb 978-0-7914-7200-2
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