jewish studies

DISCIPLINING
THE HOLOCAUST
Karyn Ball

Disciplining the Holocaust

Explores the relationship between
disciplinarity and contemporary
ethics of scholarship about the
Holocaust.

Disciplining the Holocaust examines
critics’ efforts to defend a rigorous
and morally appropriate image

of the Holocaust. Rather than
limiting herself to polemics

about the “proper” approach

to traumatic history, Karyn Ball explores recent trends in

intellectual history that govern a contemporary ethics of
scholarship about the Holocaust. She examines the scholarly
reception of Goldhagen’s Hitler’s Willing Executioners, the debates
culminating in Eisenman’s Memorial to the Murdered Jews of
Europe in Berlin, Lyotard’s response to negations of testimony
about the gas chambers, psychoanalytically informed frameworks
for the critical study of traumatic history, and a conference

on feminist approaches to the Holocaust and genocide. Ball’s
book bridges the gap between psychoanalysis and Foucault’s
understanding of disciplinary power in order to highlight the
social implications of traumatic history.

“Disciplining the Holocaust is a brave, multileveled, and important
intervention that presages a new type of historical meditation,
one in which new ways of framing the unrepresentable are on
display. The book is informed by an impressive combination of
critical vocabularies, all of which seem needed to address one
of the bewitched sites of modernity.” — Tom Cohen, author of
Ideology and Inscription: “Cultural Studies” after Benjamin, De Man,
and Bakhtin

Karyn Ball is Associate Professor of English and Film Studies at
the University of Alberta and the editor of Traumatizing Theory:
The Cultural Politics of Affect In and Beyond Psychoanalysis.

A volume in the SUNY series,
Insinuations: Philosophy, Psychoanalysis, Literature

Charles Shepherdson, editor _

SEPTEMBER ® 350 pp ® 4 b/w photographs ﬁ
$85.00 jacketed hc 978-0-7914-7541-6 directtext

PHILOSOPHY

PHILOSOPHY | AND KABBALAH
KIABBALAH Elijah Benamozegh

ELIJAH BENAMOZEGH AND THE RECONCILIATION
OF WESTERN THOUGHT AND JEWISH ESOTERICISM

and the Reconciliation
of Western Thought

and Jewish Esotericism
Alessandro Guetta
Translated by Helena Kahan

Reconciles the conflict between these

two seemingly diverse traditions.

ALESSANDRO GUETTA

Philosophy and Kabbalah ofters an analysis of the life and work
of Elijah Benamozegh (1823—1900), an Italian Kabbalist and
philosopher of Moroccan origins. Although the relationship
between Kabbalah and philosophy has always been problematic,
Benamozegh considered Kabbalah to be the true dogmatic and
rational tradition of Judaism. In his numerous books and articles
in Hebrew, Italian, and French, he constantly integrated this
Jewish esoteric tradition into the currents of Western European
philosophy, particularly Hegelian idealism and positivism, as well
as the philosophy of the unconscious that would later develop
into psychoanalysis. Benamozegh’s inspired reading of Spinoza,
his grand project of a universal religion, his “feminization” of
Jewish thought, and his ability to excel simultaneously as a rabbi,
an Italian patriot, a citizen of the République des Lettres, and a
proud representative of an ancient Sephardic culture make him
one of the most outstanding and original figures of the nine-
teenth-century Jewish culture.

Alessandro Guetta is Professor of Jewish Thought at the
National Institute for Oriental Languages and Civilizations
in Paris.

A volume in the SUNY series in Contemporary Jewish Thought
Richard A. Cohen, editor

OCTOBER ® 294 pp
$65.00 jacketed hc 978-0-7914-7575-1
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New in Paper

ZIONISM

Past and Present
Nathan Rotenstreich

ZIONISM

Traces the dialectical connections between
Zionism’s past and present.

In Zionism, the late Nathan Rotenstreich
traces the dialectical connections
between Zionism’s past and present
based on his contention that the Jewish
nation comprises both the State of

Israel and the Diaspora. He also addresses relations between

both Israel and the Diaspora, on the one hand, and Israel

and the Arab world, on the other. Written a short time before
Rotenstreich’s death, Zionism can be regarded as his spiritual

and ideological legacy.

JUNE e 170 pp
$16.95 pb 978-0-7914-7176-0

COMING HOME
Media and Returning
Diaspora in Israel

and Germany

Nelly Elias

Foreword by Hanna Herzog

coming home

MEDIA AND RETURNING DIASPORA
INISRAEL AND GERMANY

Examines the social and cultural
integration of Russian-speaking
Jews and Germans who immigrated
to their respective historic

NELLY ELIAS homelands.

oreward by HANNA HERZOG

Coming Home provides an
extraordinary glimpse into
the social and cultural integration of a unique category of
immigrants—the returning Diaspora. During the 1990s
Russian-speaking Jews and Germans returned to their respective
historic homelands. Nelly Elias explores the social and cultural
adaptation of these two groups by focusing on the roles played
by their native language—Russian—and the language used by
the media of each country. Based on one hundred in-depth
interviews conducted with immigrants now living in both
Israel and Germany, Coming Home considers media use to
be an inseparable part of an immigrant’s adaptation strategy,
simultaneously reflecting construction of a new social and
cultural identity while also preserving their original
cultural identities.

“This book provides a fascinating comparison of two ethnic
groups, their return to their respective homelands, and their
experience of adjustment to these new countries. It shows how
media consumption is involved in both retaining Russian culture
and getting involved with the culture, language, and outlook of
the host society”” — Steven J. Gold, author of The Israeli Diaspora

Nelly Elias is Lecturer in Mass Communications at
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in Israel.

A volume in the SUNY series in Israeli Studies

Russell Stone, editor

JULY e 192 pp v
$60.00 jacketed hc 978-0-7914-7495-2  directtext





