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FEMINIST MOTHERING
Andrea O’Reilly, editor

Essays explore a wide range of 
contemporary feminist mothering 
practices.

Feminist Mothering goes 
beyond critiques of patriarchal 
motherhood to locate and 
investigate feminist maternal 
practices as sites for women’s 
empowerment and social change. 
The contributors see “feminist 
mothering” as practices of 
mothering that seek to challenge 
and change the norms of 
patriarchal motherhood that are 
limiting and oppressive to women. 
For many women, practicing 
feminist mothering offers a way 
to disrupt the transmission of 
sexist and patriarchal values from 
generation to generation. 

Andrea O’Reilly is Associate 
Professor in the School of 
Women’s Studies at York 
University and Director of
the Association for Research
on Mothering. She is the author 
and editor of many books on 
mothering, including From 
Motherhood to Mothering: The Legacy 
of Adrienne Rich’s Of Woman Born 
and Toni Morrison and Motherhood: 
A Politics of the Heart, both also 
published by SUNY Press.

A volume in the SUNY series in 
Feminist Criticism and Theory
Michelle A. Massé, editor
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AIN’T I A FEMINIST?
African American Men 
Speak Out on Fatherhood, 
Friendship, Forgiveness, 
and Freedom
Aaronette M. White

Interview-based study of
contemporary African American
feminist men.

Ain’t I a Feminist? presents the 
life stories of twenty African 
American men who identify 
themselves as feminists, centering 

on the turning points in their lives that shaped and strengthened 
their commitment to feminism, as well as the ways they practice 
feminism with women, children, and other men. In her analysis, 
Aaronette M. White highlights feminist fathering practices; how 
men establish egalitarian relationships with women; the variety 
of Black masculinities; and the interplay of race, gender, class, 
and sexuality politics in American society. Coming from a wide 
range of family backgrounds, ages, geographical locations, sexu-
alities, and occupations, each man also shares what he experi-
ences as the personal benefits of feminism, and how feminism 
contributes to his efforts towards social change. Focusing on the 
creative agency of Black men to redefine the assumptions and 
practices of manhood, the author also offers recommendations 
regarding the socialization of African American boys and the 
reeducation of African American men in the interest of strength-
ening their communities. 

“This powerful book makes a unique and substantive contri-
bution to the fields of women’s studies, gender studies, ethnic 
studies, psychology, and sociology. It will surely garner a great 
deal of attention in the academy.” — Aída Hurtado, author of 
Voicing Chicana Feminisms: Young Women Speak Out on Sexuality 
and Identity

Aaronette M. White is Associate Professor of Psychology at the 
University of California at Santa Cruz.

September  •  272 pp  •  2 tables
$28.95 pb 978-0-7914-7568-3
$86.50 hc 978-0-7914-7567-6

Contributors
Aimee Berger
U. of North TX
Kristin Esterberg
U. of MA
Fiona J. Green
U. of Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada
Shirley Hill
U. of KS
Amber E. Kinser
Eastern TN State U.
Colleen Mack-Canty
U. of ID
Shelley Martin
U. of LA, Lafayette
Kecia Driver McBride
Ball State U.
Janice Nathanson
York U., Toronto,
Ontario, Canada
Gisela Norat
Agnes Scott Coll.
Andrea O’Reilly
York U., Toronto,
Ontario, Canada
Pegeen Reichert Powell
Columbia Coll., Chicago
Michele Pridmore-Brown
U. of CA, Berkeley
Sarah Trimble
McMaster U.,
Ontario, Canada
Judith Stadtman Tucker
Portsmouth, NH
Sue Marie Wright
Eastern WA U.

�

edited by Andrea O’Reilly

mothering
feminist

white fix
pms 284, black
shannona nd caflisch
photo is high-res

Ain’t I a Feminist? 

Aaronette White

African American Men Speak Out 
on Fatherhood, 
Friendship,
Forgiveness, 
and Freedom




